
8th Grade 1st 9 Weeks Unit Brainstorm 

 
Concepts from Curriculum Guide 

Geography, Physical Features , History, Movement, Interaction, Colonization, Influence 

 

Generalizations (What I Want My Students to Know) 

1. Geography influences where and how people live.  

2. Historians create theories about the past based on artifacts and primary sources. 

3. Environmental conditions and human environment interaction often affects quality of life and settlement patterns.  

4. Cultural contributions from unique groups influence the development of their society. 

5. When citizens feel their rights and freedoms have been violated, they are likely to revolt.  

 

Content Standards: Possible “I Can” Statements 

8.G.1.1 Explain how location and place have 

presented opportunities and challenges for the 

movement of people, goods, and ideas in North 

Carolina and the United States.  

● I can tell the motivating factors that caused explorers and 

colonists to move to America. 

● I can tell how the environment influences early 

settlement patterns.  

8.G.1.2 Understand the human and physical 

characteristics of regions in North Carolina and 

the United States. 

● I can understand how geography, population trends, and 

culture shaped societies and regions. 

● I can tell how the major physical features of NC and the 

US influence where and how people live.  

 

8.G.1.3 Explain how human and environmental 

interaction affected quality of life and settlement 

patterns in North Carolina and the United 

States.  

● I can explain what influences the environment had on the 

economy of each colonial region.  

8.C.1.1 Explain how influences from Africa, Europe, 

and the Americas impacted North Carolina and 

the United States.  

● I can explain the cultural groups that settled in the 13 

colonies and how they influenced the development of the 

colonies.  

8.C.1.2 Summarize the origin of beliefs, practices, 

and traditions that represent various groups 

within North Carolina and the United States. 

● I can understand why social classes developed in the 

colonies.  

● I can understand what daily life was like in the 13 original 

colonies.  

● I can understand the physical, economic, cultural, and 

political characteristics of the Carolina colony.  

8.H.2.1 Explain  the impact of economic, political, 

social and military conflicts on the development 

of NC and the US.  

● I can explain how the difficulties with Native Americans 

influenced the division of the Carolina colony into two 

new colonies.  

● I can explain how Britain’s distance and economic 

situation following the French and Indian War influenced 

how it governed the colonies.  

8.H.3.1 Explain how migration and immigration 

contributed to the development of North 

Carolina and the United States from 

colonization to contemporary times.  

● I can explain how the interactions between Europeans 

and Native Americans impacted each group.  

8.C&G.1.1 Summarize democratic ideals expressed 

in local, state and national government.  

● I can understand how colonial governments were 

structured and how effective they were.  

 

 



Vocabulary 

Standards Based Vocabulary 

beliefs 

colonization 

contemporary 

economy 

environmental interaction 

human characteristics 

immigration 

impact 

literal 

migration 

origin 

perspective 

physical characteristics 

primary source 

quality of life 

regions 

resources 

revolution 

secondary source 

society 

validity 

values 

Content Specific Vocabulary 

Reference Marzano Vocabulary List  pgs. 239-249 

 

 

Skills to Be Able to Apply 

Skills I Will Incorporate: 

8.H.1.1  Construct charts, graphs and historical narratives 

to explain particular events or issues over time. 

 

8.H.1.2 Summarize the literal meaning of historical 

documents in order to establish context. 

● I can read historical documents and summarize key 

points to demonstrate comprehension. 

8.H.1.3 Use primary and secondary sources to interpret 

various historical perspectives. 

● I can use maps to validate historical facts and to draw 

conclusions about social and economical issues. 

8.H.1.4 Use historical inquiry to evaluate the validity of 

sources used to construct historical narratives.  

 

8.H.1.5 Analyze the relationship between historical context 

and decision-making. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/a/caldwellschools.com/file/d/0B0PPN6O7QuAJa2hVZlZLdmhtSWNxaVQ0SGQ0MHJFbFRhTFY4/view?usp=sharing

